New Reports From the What Works Clearinghouse

The What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) (hyperlink to www.whatworks.ed.gov <http://www.whatworks.ed.gov>) has released several new intervention reports:    
Under the Dropout Prevention review, the WWC reported on:

· High School Redirection, an alternative high school program for youth considered at risk of dropping out. The review found the program to have mixed effects for staying in school, potentially positive effects for progressing in school, and no discernible effects for completing school.

· Middle College High Schools, alternative high schools located on college campuses that aim to help at-risk students complete high school and encourage them to attend college.  The review found the program to have no discernible effects for staying in school and completing school.
· Twelve Together, a one-year peer support and mentoring program for middle and early high school students that offers weekly after-school discussion groups led by trained adult facilitators. The review found the program to have potentially positive effects for staying in school and no discernible effects for progressing in school. 
Under the Early Childhood Education review, the WWC reported on:

· Words and Concepts, a computer software program that focuses on building oral language skills related to vocabulary, comprehension, word relationships, and other concepts. The review found the program to have no discernible effects on oral language.

Under the Middle School Mathematics review, the WWC reported on:

· Connected Mathematics Project (CMP), a problem-centered mathematics curriculum designed for all students in grades 6-8. The review found the program to have mixed effects on math achievement.
· UCSMP Algebra, a one-year course, appropriate for grades 7-10, designed to increase students’ skills in algebra. The review found the program to have potentially positive effects on math achievement.

· Transition Mathematics, a one-year curriculum that aims to increase 7th through 12th grade students’ skills in applied arithmetic, pre-algebra, and pre-geometry.  The review found the program to have mixed effects on math achievement.
Under the Elementary School Math review, the WWC reported on:

· Progress in Mathematics © 2006, a new core curriculum for students in kindergarten through grade 6 that uses a sequence of systematic lesson plans to teach mathematical concepts and skills. The review compared the program to Progress in Mathematics© 2000 and found no discernible effects on math achievement. 
Under the Beginning Reading review, the WWC reported on:

· Accelerated Reader/Reading Renaissance (now called the Accelerated Reader Best Classroom Practices), a guided reading intervention in which teachers direct student reading of text. The review found the program to have potentially positive effects for comprehension and general reading achievement.

· Auditory Discrimination in Depth (ADD) ® currently called the Lindamood Phonemic Sequencing (LiPS) Program®, designed to teach students skills to successfully decode words and to identify individual sounds and blends in words. The review found the program to have potentially positive effects for alphabetics and no discernible effects for comprehension.
· Little Books, a set of books designed for interactive book reading between parents and children or teachers and students. The program was found to have potentially positive effects for general reading achievement. 
· Reading Recovery ®, a one-on-one tutoring program intended to serve the lowest achieving (bottom 20 percent) first-grade students. The review found the intervention to have positive effects on students’ alphabetic skills and general reading achievement outcomes. The review also found the program to have potentially positive effects on comprehension and fluency. 

