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IES Awards New Contract for the What Works Clearinghouse

The Institute of Education Sciences has awarded a five-year contract to Mathematica Policy Research, Inc. of Princeton, NJ, for operation and expansion of the What Works Clearinghouse (WWC).  The WWC provides educators, policymakers, researchers, and the public with a central and trusted source of scientific evidence of what works in education through high-quality reviews of programs, products, practices, and policies intended to improve student outcomes (whatworks.ed.gov).

The WWC will continue systematic, evidence-based reviews of research on educational interventions.  Noteworthy in the new contract will be the addition of a focus on programs for students with disabilities. 

Other new features of the WWC include:

· A national registry of ongoing randomized controlled trials of education interventions; 

· Fast-response systematic reviews; 

· Practice Guides that bring the best available evidence to bear on systemic challenges that cannot be addressed by single interventions or programs;

· Expansion of coverage of research designs to include single-case research and regression discontinuity designs; 

· New formats for reports; and

· Quick turn-around reviews of individual studies.

The WWC will continue to develop and maintain the Registry of Outcome Evaluators and the Help Desk.
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